INTRODUCTION
Although some attention was focused by Schmitt (1933) , Gunter (1937 ), and Hedgpeth (1947 , 1949 on the occurrence of several species of Macrobrachium in the U.S.A., there has been considerable renewed interest in the past decade in the distribution and ecology of members of this genus in the Americas. Such interest, probably due in large part to the widespread popularity of Macrobrachium spp. in aquacultural ventures, has generated several recent reports of range extensions for species of Macrobrachium in North America. Included here are reports by Holthuis & Provenzano (1970) According to Holthuis (1952) and purchased 2 additional specimens from a bait dealer. All of the individuals we have examined are males. One of the specimens we captured has been deposited in the U.S. National Museum (USNM 172238).
Macrobrachium carcinus (Linnaeus, 1758) In October, 1978, one of us ( J.A.F. ) examined and identified a single specimen of M, carcinus which a woman had captured while fishing for crabs approximately 5 miles upstream from the mouth of the Jourdan River (between Bayou LaCrou and Rotten Bayou), Bay St. Louis, Hancock County, Mississippi. The owner, Mrs. J. Cuevas, has kindly consented to have the specimen, a male of 22.5 cm TL, deposited in the U.S. National Museum (USNM 172237).
The authors have subsequently learned that another specimen of M. carcinu.r was captured by a fisherman near Bay St. Louis (Rotten Bayou), Hancock County, Mississippi, in January, 1979 (G. Gunter, pers. comm.) . Figure 1 shows the locations where specimens of Macrobrachium spp. are known to have been captured in Mississippi. [Louisianal, October 31, 1974; The Seacoast Echo [Bay St. Louis, Mississippil, October 19, 1978) . However, until now no specimens of M. carcinu.r and only one specimen of M. ol f er.rii (d. White, 1977) have been formally reported from coastal waters of the Gulf of Mexico east of Texas. Hence, previous work (e.g., Holthuis & Provenzano, 1970; Horne & Beisser, 1977; White, 1977) supported the concept that the latter two species are distributed abundantly in eastern Florida and Texas, but are absent or uncommon in intervening localities.
The sporadic occurrences of Macrobrachium ol f er.rii in southeastern Florida, U.S.A., have been considered to be unusual by some (Schmitt, 1933; Hedgpeth, 1949; Holthuis & Provenzano, 1970; Dugger & Dobkin, 1975 ) and have led to some speculation. For example, Schmitt (1933) suggested that shrimp could have been introduced into Florida with tropical fish imported from South America. Subsequent workers have also considered human intervention to be a possible explanation for the Florida pattern (Hedgpeth, 1949; Holthuis & Provenzano, 
